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April 29, 2013

UWI
SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:

> Celebrity Visit from
Ms. Jamaica UK!
> Seven Hills Springbreakers paint
ORCS!
> Restoration Farm truly a blessing!
> ORCS Graduation to
include Dramatic
Presentations
> Summer School is
almost here, get
ready volunteers!
> Learning Difficulties Workshop, UWI
School of Education/ OSJ—June 28
> Education Symposium, UWI School of
Education & OSJ—
October 31 –
November 1
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If you had access to the
Career & Education Section of the Sunday Observer, March 31, 2013
you may have noticed that
we have new and much
needed support! Here are
a few extracts from the
article written by Ainsworth
Morris:
The School of Education at
the University of the West
Indies (UWI) has collaborated with Operation Save
Jamaica (OSJ) and Operation Restoration Christian
School (ORCS) to conduct
research aimed at identifying learning disabilities in
students from inner-city
communities.
According to Dr. Loraine
Cook, lead researcher and
lecturer at the School of
Education, inner-city students and the educators
who teach at their schools
are often overlooked when
it comes to exposure to
improvement strategies...
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Becoming a member of the
ORCS team is a dream
come true. I am Anna-Lisa
Walcott and I am the new
public relations officer. My
responsibilities will include
keeping our partners and
friends updated, providing
our sponsors with information, doing documentation
and research, advocacy

EDUCATION

JOINS

ORCS!!

It is for this reason that
she decided to conduct
studies aimed at providing
recommendations, which
in the long run, will improve the current systems
that exist within these
schools.“The goal is to
transform the educational
landscape in the inner-city
communities,” Dr. Cook
told Career & Education.
Education
The research approach ...
primarily includes workshops for the educators,
observation, recordings,
data analysis and engaging
students through music.
Dr. Cook invited Dr. O’neal
Mundle, a music lecturer
from the School of Education to start a music programme.
According to Dr. Mundle,
“Through music we have
been able to address their
disciplinary problems and
we got them to participate
to the fullest…We have seen
where the general confi-

TO

OUR

dence level has increased.”Musician Dr. Kathy
Brown also started a Strong
Women of Trench Town Choir
with 15 women associated
with the school.
Dr. Cook said she has been
able to compile some of her
findings and has identified
gaps in the system which she
intends to tackle.
This new researched based
relationship is a blessing!
Surely, we will be able to provide an even more fulfilling
package to our students,
parents and teachers!

TEAM!

and procuring funding.
My relationship with ORCS
started eleven years ago
when I was about 16 years
old. At that time I would
help out with the afterschool homework program
and it became clear to me
that the school was like a
life-support machine for

children
needing
a second
chance at
realizing
their potential.
My time with ORCS came to
an end but even after I left
high school, went to university and entered the
‘working world’ it has alContinued on Page 3
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FROM A-B-C TO BSC!: AN
ORCS SUCCESS STORY

Left to right: Jermaine Turnbull, past
student of ORCS with his former
teacher Miss Deborah Ffolkes

“It’s hurtful to
know that a lot of
kids don’t get this
opportunity. To be
honest with you,
coming back here
I want to cry..I’m
trying to be a
man.”
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An unexpected visitor
showed up at our doors last
month— our past student
Jermaine George Junior
Turnbull. Ten years after
leaving ORCS Jermaine has
returned with a Bachelor of
Science in Psychology! He
came bringing a big smile on
his face and heartfelt thanks
to the school and to the
teacher who taught him to
read—Miss Debbie.
We took the opportunity to
sit and talk with Jermaine
who recounted his time
spent at ORCS.

Jermaine’s father took him
to live in Canada after just
one year with ORCS.
However, he explained that
his ability to read helped him
to adjust well to life overseas. He was able to remain
focused on his academic
goals and achieve them.

NEEDS

Second story multi purpose centre—
centre providing
additional classrooms,
workshops and auditorium
for the performing arts
Computer facilities—We
facilities
would like to ensure that
our students are computer
literate and not at a
disadvantage when they
head to the work place.
Roof repairs—currently
we
repairs
are unable to use one of

As Miss Debbie listened to his story
with tears in her eyes he explained
that, “It’s hurtful to know that a lot
of kids don’t get this
opportunity. To be honest with you,
coming back here I want to cry..I’m
trying to be a man.”
Jermaine had nothing but
gratitude to Miss Debbie.
Jermaine is now looking
forward to doing further
studies and opening his own
practice in Canada.
We thank God for Jermaine’s
success and we look forward to
many more lives
being changed!
Left to right:
Jermaine
Turnbull, past
student of
ORCS helping
an ORCS student with his
assignment.
ORCS, Trench
Town

Jermaine reminded us that
when he came to ORCS at
13 years old he could not
even read three or two letter
words. He was angry and
embarrassed to be attending
the ‘A-B-C school’ and took a
while to settle down. In fact
Jermaine’s student file
reveals that he was
suspended from ORCS for
being involved in fights!

CURRENT

ORCS students holding up a sign proclaiming
that there is nothing our God cannot do!
Restoration Farm, Portland.

Nevertheless, Jermaine
improved significantly. He
told us that when he learned
to read he would go home
and take up books and point
out words to his mother. “I
was feeling great..I was very
excited!” he exclaimed.

&

CHALLENGES

our classrooms because of
the condition of the roof.
Each time it rains it fills
with water. The use of this
classroom would mean the
possibility of accepting
more students!
Financial Support—
Support— We
continue to find it difficult
to pay our staff each
month as many parents
are unable find the
minimal fee of $100USD/
year. We rely on our

friends, partners and
sponsors to whom we are
immensely grateful!
Prayer—
Prayer Increasingly we are
dealing with alarming cases of
indiscipline and we are
convinced that this is merely a
symptom of the national
breakdown in values especially
among the youth. It will take even
greater resilience and resolve to
appropriately deal with each
case. We crave God’s grace and
His guidance.
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ways been my heart’s desire to give my time and
energy to the mission of
ORCS. Needless to say I
really thank God that He
has given me the opportunity to work with ORCS
again!
I hope my experience will
benefit the school greatly
while I’m here. Please feel
free to contact me with
any of your concerns, queries or interests regarding
ORCS! Let’s continue to
work towards the ORCS
vision!!

MY

STORY:

Nikita Williams has lived all
her life in Trench Town but
she did not allow her
circumstances to cripple
her dream of becoming a
teacher. “It was always
something I wanted to do,
ever since I was growing
up”, she said with the look
of satisfaction in her eyes.
Nikita had much gratitude
to her mother worked tirelessly to send her to
school.
However, despite the fact
that she was a good
student all the way to high
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12 c Collie Smith Drive
Trench Town
Kingston 12
Jamaica
Phone: (876) 967-4245
E-mail:
operationrestoration-cs@cwjamaica.com
Check the back page for our mailing
address.

ORCS Staff 2013, Left to Right:
Right Mr. Ricardo Palmer, Level 2 Teacher,
Miss Claudette Dixon, Counselor, Miss Merlene Campbell, Receptionist,
Mr. Moses Wheeler, Chef, Mrs. Nikita Williams, Level 4 Teacher,
Mr. Shane Allen, Caretaker, Mr. Richard Davidson, Level 1 Assistant
Teacher, Miss Deborah Ffolkes, Level 1 Teacher.
Missing: Miss Keshan Parkins, Level 3 Teacher, Mr. Kemar Smith,
Administrator

MRS.

Our Level 4 Teacher prepares our students for the
final frontier before they
leave us. She grooms them
to take the Grade Nine
Achievement Test which
will place them back into
the regular school system.
Mrs. Nikita
Williams is the lady with
this awesome responsibility.
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NIKITA

WILLIAMS,L4

school, Nikita confessed
that she got a little
distracted. By the time she
graduated she was already
pregnant with her first
child. “Everything went
down hill after that.” she
said. For a few years she
was just going through life
with no particular
purpose but in 2005 she
met the Lord! “It’s the
grace of God that I can look
like a lady and sound like a
lady, because back then I
sounded so illiterate you
wouldn’t know I could read
and write!” she exclaimed.
She continued sharing
openly, “I used to be involved in fights but my testimony shows that hope can
come...even in a
community like this”
Amazingly, when Nikita met
the Lord she was filled with
a deep sense of purpose. In
that same year, she met
ORCS Level 1 teacher Miss
Debbie at a Christian re-

TEACHER

treat. Miss Debbie invited her to
get involved at the school. Nikita
left her job as a supermarket
cashier and the rest is history!
Nikita who now holds a
Diploma in Primary Education,
described ORCS as the best training ground for aspiring teachers
as it has provided her with a
sense of belonging, strong support, purpose and direction. She
has now been at ORCS for seven
years!

“ It’s the grace of
God that I can
look like a lady
and sound like a
lady, because
back then I
sounded so
illiterate you
wouldn’t know I
could read and
write!” she
exclaimed.

It hasn't all been an easy road,
Nikita’s first application to
teacher’s college was denied.
When she was finally accepted,
the daunting task of finding her
school fee presented itself. Nevertheless, Nikita’s resolve was
not weakened. Most of her school
fee has been covered by scholarships and assistance from ORCS.
“God has been faithful, I do the
work and my grades do the rest!”
she exclaimed.
Mrs. Nikita Williams, Level 4 Teacher

We are grateful to God for Nikita’s
success and support, to Him be
all the glory!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Sponsor a child:
child $30 USD OR £20/
month
Mentor a child or a teacher
Volunteer:
Volunteer

Teach a skill
Counsel
Teach after-school lessons

Visit our website to make secure donations through PayPal.
Banking Information:
Sterling Account (UK£) - Victoria Mutual Building Society
(VMBS) /Barclay’s Bank
Account No. 0025723594
US Dollar Account ($USD) Bank of Nova Scotia
80 Half Way Tree Rd., Kingston 10, Jamaica
Account number: 601471000
Wire: ABA#NOSCJMKN
You can mail cheques payable to:
to
Operation Restoration
c/o Lorna Stanley
P.O. Box 537
Kingston 6, Jamaica

Operation Restoration Christian School (ORCS) is a
remedial education school for pre-teens and young adults
between 12-23 years who lack basic literacy and numeracy
skills. This program prepares those of high school age to
take the Grade Nine Achievement Test and be reintegrated
in public high schools, while older students are prepared for
qualifying entrance exams into the HEART programme.
The goal of ORCS is to restore dignity and pride through
life-enhancing experiences, educational opportunities , art
and skills development.
While we have no illusions about wiping out illiteracy,
hunger, poverty and crime in these communities, it is our
fervent belief that with the help from God and our
benefactors we can realize our vision to:
“Change the community
to impact the nation
and the world”

We’re on the web! www.operation-restoration.org

Staff and students of ORCS had some rest and relaxation at Restoration
Farm in Portland thanks to Trevor and Jean Campbell and Stefaan Van
De Kelder! The vision of Restoration Farm is to provide enhanced
opportunities for destitute children through
Christian based education, Christian based
homes, apprenticeship and work activities.

Ms. Jamaica UK visited ORCS and made
donations to our Incentive Program! In this
program students are rewarded with incentive
points for hard work and discipline. They may
use their points to ‘purchase’ school supplies,
clothing, toys and other valuable items. Thank
you Miss Gemma Deare!

Spring breakers
associated with
the Seven Hills
Foundation
take a break
from
re-painting the school to ‘get jiggy’
on-stage with Miss Dixon our Counselor.
In the meanwhile, Mrs. Lorna Stanley
(ORCS Principal) and Professor David
Jordan (Seven Hills team leader) talk
about future plans! Thanks to Seven Hills
for your support!!!

